(0.1 \g=m\g/kgbody weight as bolus iv) was performed. Within 30 min after the start of progesterone administration the serum progesterone level increased to 454 \m=+-\31 nmol/l and remained in the range of third trimester pregnancy concentrations throughout the infusion period. During vehicle infusion the progesterone level remained in the normal range for healthy males and demonstrated a small but significant increase after CRH (1.52 \ m=+-\0.23 vs 0.74 \m=+-\0.14 nmol/l; p < 0.01). However, baseline and CRH-stimulated serum cortisol and plasma adrenocorticotrophic hormone remained unaffected by high-dose progesterone. Moreover, unbound salivary cortisol also was not affected by progesterone, suggesting that there is no significant competition for transcortin binding sites. In conclusion, no antiglucorticoid activity was found after short-term administration of progesterone in males. These findings cast doubts on the concept that the alterations of the pituitary\p=n-\adrenal axis in late pregnancy are induced by the antiglucocorticoid activity of high progesterone concentrations. Bruno Allolio, Medizinische Universit\l=a"\tsklinikW\l=u"\rzburg,Josef-Schneider-Str. 2, 97080 W\l=u"\rzburg, Germany
Total serum cortisol and unbound cortisol increase during pregnancy (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) . Moreover, in third trimester pregnancy the cortisol response to exogenously admi¬ nistered adrenocorticotrophic hormone (ACTH) is enhanced (6) . While the diurnal rhythm of unbound cortisol is preserved at a higher level (4) , suppression of serum cortisol by dexamethasone is incomplete in late pregnancy (6) . These observations suggest a relative refractoriness to glucocorticoid feedback in women in late pregnancy (4, 6, 7) .
Progesterone has been shown to have antiglucocorticoid actions at steroid receptors in various tissues (9) (10) (11) . In addition, progesterone has been reported to antagonize glucocorticoid inhibition of /3-endorphin secretion from cultured pituitary cells (12) . However, partial glucocorticoid agonist activity of progesterone has also been described (11, 13, 14) . We (26, 27 
